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tained. Once a week, under the Rule, and on that
occasion only, " resolutions of inquiry directed to the
heads of the Executive Departments shall be in order
for reference to appropriate Committees, which reso-
lutions shall be reported to the House within one
TSjeek thereafter." Sometimes, I believe, the Minister
attends the Committee ; but, if he pleases, he may
answer the resolution by a formal communication
addressed to the Speaker of the House. This care-
fully guarded procedure answers to the undefined
and irregular practice of putting and answering
questions in our own House of Commons.

The procedure of the American House of Repre-
sentatives, both in respect of the origination of bills
and of the interrogation of Ministers, is that of a
political body which considers that its proper func-
tions are not executive, but legislative. The British
House of Commons, on the other hand, which the
greatest part of the world regards as a legislative
assembly (though it never quite answered to that
description), has, since 1789, taken under its super-
vision and control the entire Executive government
of Great Britain, and much of the government of her
colonies and dependencies. There are no theoretical
limits to its claim for official information, not merely
concerning general lines of policy, but concerning
the minute details of administration. It gives effect
to its claim by questions put publicly to Ministers on